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So . . . You want to learn more about INSECTS?
An annotated resource list for naturalists or anyone curious

Identification:

· A Field Guide to the Insects by Donald Borror and Richard White – This is the classic field guide for identifying insects.  It uses a clear taxonomic approach, illustrated with accurate drawings, with notes on identification Includes some colored plates and a picture key to the orders.
· Kaufman Field Guide to Insects of North America by Eric R. Eaton & Kenn Kaufman – This recent book is an attractive field guide utilizing lots of color images for identifying some of the more common insects. While not organized as clearly as the above field guide it offers color along with some interesting life history notes. 
· Caterpillars of Eastern North America  by David Wagner –  Full of striking photographs, this field guide identifies almost 700 species of caterpillars of moths and butterflies. The book includes a great overview of caterpillars in general and extensive life history information. 
· Garden Insects of North America by Whitney Cranshaw – Do you want to get carried away? I believe the super-title of this book “The Ultimate Guide to Backyard Bugs.” This book identifies almost 1500 of the most common insects (mostly pests) associated with backyards and gardens.  The book is uniquely arranged largely by plant area affected (ie leaf chewers, gall makers, even beneficial insects).  This book also contains a fair amount of ecological information as well.  Are you a bug-fanatic?
· A Guide to Common Freshwater Invertebrates of North America by J. Reese Voshell, Jr. and Aquatic Entomology by W. Patrick McCafferty –  Two awesome books focusing on the identification and life history of aquatic insects (and their kin).  McCafferty is a large format book therefore won’t fit in your pocket but does have large illustrations including some watercolor plates.  It’s pricelessness lies in the large flowchart dichotomous keys that direct you to family level identification!  Voshell, on the other hand, is a field guide, and also has very nice illustrations, including watercolors.  Sometimes it offers more natural history information, but it lacks the family-level key that makes McCafferty so attractive.  If you need information on aquatic insects and can’t decide which book to get, get both!
Life History:

· Life on a Little-Known Planet by Howard Ensign Evans – Wow!  This is a classic book covering a wide range of insect topics – very informative and entertaining.
· Broadsides from Other Orders by Sue Hubbell – In this well researched tome, Hubbell examines in grand detail the lives of thirteen different insects including some very common critters.  An exquisite book!

· A Guide to Observing Insect Lives by Donald Stokes – Rather than approach the secret lives of insects through well-written, engaging prose, Stokes adopts the field guide approach to this examination of insects.  Here he unveils in satisfying detail the lives of almost sixty common insects.  This is an indispensable book for the bug-lover!

· Good Bugs for your Garden by Allison Mia Starcher – Very nice approach celebrating the good guys that might surprise you in your garden.  Very nice watercolor pictures are supported by great natural history text.  Get this book for anyone who gardens!

· Crickets and Katydids, Concerts and Solos by Vincent Dethier – This charming book shares the author’s passion for small singers with big “voices” - the orthoptera.  Written in poetic prose, the book illuminates the fascinating natural history of numerous orthoptera, details their songs, and exposes the passionate research behind some of these creatures.  Simply an enchanting book.
Sound

· The Songs of Insects by Lang Elliot and Will Hershberger – Listen to this book, full of stunning, full page portraits of some of the more common singing insects of the eastern United States. Includes life history notes and a sonogram for each species highlighted as well as a compact disc featuring the songs of each species. This is strongly recommended for anyone wishing to learn the songs of crickets, katydids, grasshoppers and cicadas. Visit the companion website www.songsofinsects.com. 
Film

· Microcosmos – Before Winged Migration there was this beautiful, artful film illuminating numerous fascinating insect encounters.   Filmed in France and sparsely narrated, this entertaining and luminous DVD will foster a fascination with the insect world and have you wanting more. 
